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Women and family farming in the countryside of Sbheeba:
the dynamics of social change

Hadhemi Hosni - National Institute for Child Welfare-
Manouba- Tunisia

Abstract

The rural woman is able to participate in all aspects of life,
including her contribution to family farming and the family
economy in the countryside of Sbeeba, especially with the
existence of a natural and climatic environment that helps
rural women to contribute to family farming. Therefore, it
was useful to study the situation of this category of women
and pay attention to what distinguishes them than others,
and focus on them more than women in urban areas,
Especially since the absence of justice and equality in
rights and duties between women and men unites women in
many societies, but it is prominent in rural areas because
inequality in these areas is more severe and deep, given that
the human rights situation of rural women is more fragile
than that of women in the city. One of the most important
motives for choosing this topic is to draw attention to the
important and hidden role that women play in the rural
sector, in addition to the fact that the issue of family
farming is an important topic and raises many questions.
The main objective of this study is to contribute to raising
individuals' awareness of the extent of rural women's
ability as a social and economic actor to maintain the
continuity of family farming through their various
agricultural activities despite the limited support and with
the many difficulties and obstacles they face, especially
drawing the attention of the authorities concerned with the
extent to which rural women are able to improve their
agricultural activity and develop the level of productivity of
family farming if they have better capabilities than the
capabilities currently available to them, by examining the
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reality of rural women and what they face in terms of the
lack of capabilities and facilities necessary to carry out their
activities, the time has come, let us ask about women's
rights in the countryside, their ambitions and aspirations,
and her position in the list of those concerned with
women’s issues, and are there efforts to alleviate the
burdens that burden her, because we do not want these
women to remain forgotten, but rather we want everyone to
know about their cause, and for this forgetfulness to turn
into preoccupation, and for this preoccupation to be
translated into thinking about solutions, especially because
these difficulties that women face in their daily living and
in their agricultural work have a reflection on the level of
their returns at work, all this by returning to a number of
sociological approaches, including the gender approach.
This study was conducted based on a qualitative approach
and on a research sample consisting of 32 women divided
equally over four rural areas of the city of Sbeeba,
according to the spatial scale. Their ages ranged from 18
years and over, and among them were married women
without children, mothers, and unmarried girls (in the status
of sister and in the status of daughter). For further
clarification, we chose this sample after conducting a
preliminary search for the region and the people of the
region. We also relied, in our selection for this sample, on
the scale of the example model, which, according to Max
Weber, is a mental construction of abstract concepts, and
this example model is designed to help understand the
experimental reality of a particular social phenomenon.
Thus, the example model can be used as a tool for
Comparison between two or more phenomena, or to
measure how close a given phenomenon is to this ideal
type.
As the search unit will be as follows

- 8 women from "Al-Buhaira" (Hawashim)

- 8 women from Ain al-Khamisia (Awlad Mesahel).
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- 8 women from Samaria.

- 8 women of Awled Dawed.
And we chose 8 women, not arbitrarily, but so that in each
of the rural areas there would be a diversity in the status of
the research units, that is, the sample in each countryside
would be as follows =

- 2 women in the position of a wife without children.

- 2 women in the position of the mother.

- 2 women in the position of a sister.

- 2 women in the position of a daughter.
We also chose two women from each situation first to
compare the first woman with the second woman in the
same situation, and then for further verification and
scrutiny of the situation of rural women from each
situation.
The respondents answered a set of questions in the form of
a semi-directed interview. The results indicated that, within
the framework facing the dynamic of social change, the
upgrading and development of the level of productivity in
family farming lies in improving the position of rural
women within the framework of family farming and by
responding to their demands and aspirations. According to
what we have reached through field research, we have
concluded after analysis that women in the countryside of
Sheeba are exposed to family difficulties and complex
working conditions while they practice their daily or
agricultural activities, and this reflects the need for their
contribution to the production process.
We also noticed through the research that women in the
countryside of Shbeeba, according to what all the
respondents stated, did not benefit from any intervention or
assistance, neither from the state nor from civil society
associations. Rather, they resort to relatives to borrow or
when seeking guidance if they need it, as the absence of
interest On the one hand, it reflects negatively on the level
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of productivity, and on the other hand, it makes us wonder
about the extent to which it is possible to raise the level of
productivity if the interventions of the state and civil
society in this field are strengthened. It also became clear to
us, through going through the characteristics of the rural
woman in Sbheeba, the characteristics of the study area, and
the characteristics of the agricultural work in it, that the
division of agricultural activities and work in relation to the
distribution of profits and the disposal of financial returns
between women and men in the countryside is not
characterized by equality, and that the process of marketing
the product and disposing of the profits is undertaken by
the man, while That all the agricultural activities inside or
outside the agricultural exploited are carried out by the
woman, and to these activities are added the housework and
the task of raising children and transporting water in the
traditional way due to the lack of suitable water for
drinking for some of the elements of the sample, as well as
work related to raising poultry or animals ... especially as it
has been shown through the study, showed that women's
attitude towards this division is not in line with their
expectations and aspirations.
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